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Greetings Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
Happy fall!!! It is wonderful to see the seasonal colors and feel the cool temperatures. Our school openings 
went well and our students and staff are already accustomed to the routine of school.  
 
We had a very busy start to the year and we are thrilled with our Child Nutrition Program. Starting with our 
ribbon cutting ceremony, we hit the ground running and estimate serving over 700 meals daily.  Along with 
this excitement comes a commitment to continuing our environmental sustainability efforts.  With the Child 
Nutrition Program now fully operational, the Greenburgh Nature Center was invited into the schools to 
educate students about recycling, composting, and striving for zero waste. 
 
Many exciting things are taking place: student clubs are being formed, our high school actors are preparing 
for the fall musical, athletic teams continue to show their Tiger Pride, and our community is supporting our 
students and schools in so many ways.  I hope you were able to attend our Back to School Nights to get to 
know our buildings, teachers and curriculum. 
 
I am pleased to announce and give congratulations to our three National Merit Competition Semifinalists 
Evan Hunter, Rowen Gesue, and Jesse Pollak.  I am also happy to report that we have four students who 
earned the recognition of being a National Merit Commended Scholar.  Congratulations to Joseph Landau, 
Nicole Bugliosi, Livia Weiner, and Ariana DiMarco. 
 

As is the case in all school districts around the country, safety 
continues to be of paramount importance at all of our schools. 
You can help us out by remembering that once the school day 
begins, there is one point of entry at each of our buildings.  In 
addition, our schools will continue to engage in safety drills 
throughout the year.  We firmly believe that students need to 
feel safe and connected to their schools.  This month CET had 
a “Start with Hello” day where each student wore a name tag 
and were encouraged to meet a new friend and greet each 
other using their first name.  Start with Hello is a program 
developed by the Sandy Hook Promise in hopes of addressing 
students who suffer silently from being left out or feeling 
alone/invisible.  The goal is to help students feel safe, accepted 
and seen. 

 



 
 

 
PVC continues their work surrounding social-emotional learning as 
well as their work with the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence. 
During the Advisory meetings, students and teachers discuss the 
importance of their charter of “Emotions Matter Here.”  Students 
can see this message throughout the building, as well as their 
planners.  PVC has a solid plan as to how RULER will be promoted 
in Advisory meetings and be present in every classroom in one 
form or another.  Check out the  PVC RULER webpage.  There 
you will find an explanation of the approach and resources that we 
have encouraged parents to utilize with their children and families.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is clear that when I visit classrooms, students are engaging in 
meaningful learning tasks.  As I have previously shared, this 
school year we will give our students many opportunities to think 
critically.  Critical thinking is the process of continuously asking 
questions while acquiring knowledge, developing a plan, 
evaluating a claim supporting an idea and considering different 
perspectives to revise and enhance one’s thinking.  As our 
tagline states, “Think. Create. Reflect. Respect.”  The “think” 
part of our tagline refers to this focus on critical thinking.  Check 
out the student art work found on a wall at the high school….Can 
you find the four key words which reflects the Croton-Harmon 
Profile of the Graduate?  
 

Please have a safe and fun fall season. We appreciate all of your support this school year. 
 

Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
THINK.CREATE.REFLECT.RESPECT 

Challenging All Students to be Critical and Creative Thinkers 

https://sites.google.com/chufsd.org/pvc-emotions-matter/

